Vital Statistics Geographic Code Qutline for the United States

The foll owi ng pages show in detail the geographic codes used by the Division of Vita
Statistics in the processing of vital event data occurring in the United States.

When an event occurs to a nonresident of the United States, residence data are coded
only to the "State" |evel; several western hem sphere countries or the remai nder of
the world are uniquely identified. A ong with the Division of Vital Statistics
codes, the Federal Information Processing Standards (FIPS) codes are shown for
several itens. Both sets of codes appear on the vital event public-use files. Codes
are effective with the 1998 data year and are based on the 1990 Census.

To aid the user in interpreting the geographic codes, a brief explanation of the
codes and of the col umm headi ngs/ abbrevi ati ons shown on the foll owi ng pages are:

State (St): FEach State and the District of Colunbia are nunbered al phabetically. In
addi tion, several unique codes are used to identify nonresidents of the U S

County (Cnty): Counties and county equival ents (independent and coextensive cities)
are nunbered al phabetically w thin each state.

P/ MBA: PrinarK netropolitan statistical areas and nmetropolitan statistical areas are
those established by the U S. Ofice of Managenent and Budget (OVB) using 1990 Census
poEuIatlon counts. For New Engl and, the New Engl and County Metropolitan Areas
(NECVA) are used.

M NM  Metropolitan counties (code 1) are conponent counties of P/MBA's.
Nonmet ropol i tan counties (code 2) are not part of any P/ NMSA

City or Place: Cities/Places are nunbered aIBhabeticaI!y within each State and
identify each city with a popul ation of 10,000 or nmore in 1990.

P/'S: Popul ation size code for city/place of residence based on the 1990 Census.
Refer to the code outline given earlier in this docunment for specific codes and
nmeani ngs.

Name: Each State, county, and cit¥ nanme is listed along with its respective code.
In addition, places used to identify nonresidents of the U S. are also listed al ong
wi th their codes.

FIPS: For an explanation of FIPS codes, reference should be nmade to various Nationa
Institute of Standards and Technol ogy (NI ST) publications.

So! How do | find Yavapai county, Arizona; or Tupelo city, M ssissippi?

Since counties and cities/places are nunbered within State, the State and county or
the State and city/places codes nust be used to select these areas. It is nost

hel pful if the county is known when | ooking for a particular city since areas are
shown by State, county, and city/place.

Yavapai county, Arizona - State and county codes NCHS: 03 014; FIPS: 04 025.

Tupel o, Mssissippi - State and city/place codes NCHS: 25 032; FIPS: 28 74840; or
State, county, city/place codes NCHS: 25 041 032; FIPS: 28 081 74840.



